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Mostly cloudy: High 76, Low 53 


N. Korea defies Trump with new launch 


Intercontinental missile flew higher 
than previous launches, experts say 


By Mark Landler, 
Choe Sang-Hun 
and Helene Cooper 
NEW YORK TIMES 


North Korea fired an 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile on Tuesday that 
flew both higher and lon- 
ger than previous such 
launches, a bold act of de- 
fiance against President 
Donald Trump after he put 
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Grammys: 
the good, 
the bad, 
the local 


After taking arrows 
for years for being 
a little elderly and 
fuddy-duddy, the 
Grammys swung 
hard into more 
youthful territory 
with its list of 
nominees. Page A2 


The Walls Group of 
Houston earned a 
nod for gospel. 
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GOP tax bill 
clears hurdle 
in the Senate 
Republicans held 
together and shoved 
their signature 

tax overhaul a 
crucial step ahead 
as wavering GOP 
senators showed an 
openness. Page A8 


NATION 


Judge clears 
way for Trump’s 
consumer pick 
A federal judge 
denies a request 

to block President 
Trump from installing 
Mick Mulvaney as 
acting director of the 
Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau. 
Page A9 
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Homeowner 
charged in teen 
girl’s death 

A 43-year-old man 
has been charged 
with murder in the 
death of a girl he 
claimed was an 
“unknown intruder” in 
his Atascocita home. 
Page A3 


BUSINESS 


Holiday sales 
are offtoa 
rousing start 
Retailers report a 
stronger-than- 
expected holiday 
weekend that 
wrapped up witha 
record-setting Cyber 
Monday. Page B1 


the country back on a list of 
state sponsors of terrorism. 
The president reacted 
cautiously to news of the 
launch, stating, “It is a situ- 
ation that we will handle.” 
But Defense Secretary 
Jim Mattis expressed great- 
er concern, emphasizing 
what he said were techni- 
cal advances on display in 
the 53-minute flight, which 
began when the missile was 


launched northeast of the 
capital, Pyongyang, and 
ended nearly 600 miles to 
the east, when it landed in 
the Sea of Japan. 

“Tt went higher, frankly, 
than any previous shot 
they’ve taken,” Mattis said 
in the White House, where 
he was taking part ina bud- 
get meeting with the presi- 
dent and Republican con- 
gressional leaders. 

“The bottom line is, it’s 
a continued effort to build 
a threat — a ballistic mis- 
sile threat that endangers 


world peace, regional 
peace, and certainly, the 
United States,” the defense 
secretary said. 

North Korea said 
Wednesday that it had suc- 
cessfully tested its Hwa- 
song-15, a newly developed 
ICBM that it said could 
deliver heavy nuclear war- 
heads anywhere in the con- 
tinental United States. 

The country also de- 
clared the new missile its 
“most powerful,” calling it 
the “final version” of a de- 

North continues on A17 
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HEALTH CARE 


STATE OF THE COUNTY 


tions to the myriad problems Tex- 


as’ large urban counties face. 


Before a crowd of hundreds at 


NRG Center, Emmett called on 
state officials to invest roughly 
$500 million in a third reservoir 
and dam to boost area flood con- 
trol efforts, fund a beleaguered 
indigent health care system, and 


Clockwise: Floodwaters from the Addicks Reservoir; an inmate at a Harris County detention facility, 
freight trains near the Port of Houston; Nesami Castillo, 12, receives a vaccination at a health fair. 


County judge takes on 
Abbott, Patrick over 
funding, taxes and 
fight for local control 


By Mihir Zaveri 


revamp “broken” tax policies that 
force the county to rely on property 
taxes to serve an unincorporated 
area that, on its own, would be the 
fifth-largest city in the country. 

In addition to helping with the 
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EMMETT CLASHES 
WITH STATE LEADERS 


Harris County Judge Ed Em- 
mett on Tuesday used his annual 
State of the County speech to blast 
state leaders that he said attack lo- 
cal governments and seek to cut 
needed taxes but offer no real solu- 


county’s flood control efforts, Em- 
mett called on the state to contrib- 
ute more for mental health care 
and transportation improvements, 
citing the need for an Interstate 
69 bypass on the east side of the 
county and renewed emphasis on 
railroads and technology to move 
freight from area ports. 

He also reiterated his call for 
state leaders to accept increased 
Medicaid funding from Washing- 


“The next time a state official 
Emmett continues on A16 
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Shale 
holds 
key to 
OPEC 
deal 


Oil output plans 
could be undercut 
by U.S. drillers 


By Collin Eaton 


OPEC and its partners 
are expected Thursday 
to extend a pact to keep 
crude off the market to 
support oil prices and fur- 
ther drain a worldwide 
glut that has weighed on 
Houston’s energy indus- 
try and economy for more 
than three years. 

Anticipation ofa deal to 
maintain oil production 
cuts of 1.8 million barrels 
a day through the end of 
next year has spurred a 
rally in commodity mar- 
kets in recent weeks, 
pushing U.S. crude prices 
within reach of the key $60 
a barrel threshold. 

But even if OPEC and 
other major producers, 
such as Russia, make — 
and stick to — an agree- 
ment to extend the output 
reductions first adopted a 
year ago, the key to their 
success may lie in the 
shale fields of Texas, Okla- 
homa and other parts of 
the United States. 

The question is wheth- 
er shale drillers, guided 
by profits rather than the 
cartel’s fiats, will react to 
higher prices with a pro- 
duction surge that offsets 
OPEC’s cuts or maintain 
the discipline recently 
promised to investors by 
controlling costs and ex- 
panding slowly. 

Which path U.S. com- 
panies take could deter- 
mine if prices pass $60 a 
barrel, or fall back below 
$50, and whether Hous- 
tons plodding economic 
recovery gains speed next 

OPEC continues on A17 


3rd Democratic win raises eyebrows in Oklahoma 


Successes in special elections could 
signal future wave of blue in Texas 


By Mike Ward 


TULSA, Okla.— Doc 
Lee talks and votes like a 
conservative red stater. 
The mechanical engineer, 
41, a former Marine, has 
voted for Republican can- 
didates in most elections. 


A year ago, he voted for 
Donald Trump “because I 
wanted an outsider.” 

But in a Nov. 14 special 
election here, he said he 
voted for Allison Ikley- 
Freeman, an unknown 
Democrat who was run- 
ning for the vacant state 


Senate District 37 seat long 
held by Republicans — 
in a district that went for 
Trump by 40 points. 

“I decided to go with 
somebody else, somebody 
other than the status quo,” 
said Lee, a former Hous- 
ton-area resident, even 
though he concedes, “I had 
no idea who she was.” 

Ikley-Freeman — a 
26-year-old mental health 


counselor 
and lesbian 
who beat 
the Repub- 
lican can- 
didate by 31 
votes — is 
the third 
Democrat 
in recent 
months to win a special 
legislative election in Okla- 
homa, a state that turned 


Ikley- 
Freeman 


red like Texas in the 1990s. 
Only 4,437 votes were cast, 
compared to almost 32,000 
in the general election a 
year ago. 

Democratic Party of- 
ficials are hoping the wins 
signal an upcoming change 
in Texas, and Texas Repub- 
licans and their consultants 
said recently that they are 
a little worried — if only a 

Oklahomans continues on A17 
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